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The World Turned Upside Up
The Berean Example
How wonderful was Eden!!

The result of the fall of man – division from God – continues to be felt today

Hostility to God has turned the world upside down  

Ours is truly a world turned upside down – values, relationships, etc.
The work of God is to turn the world “upside up”

God’s message has not received acceptance by many

Consider the work of a spokesman for God like Elijah

a. Worked in the days of Ahab 


b. He was an evil man – 1 Kings 16:30

c. Married to an even more evil wife, Jezebel – 1 Kings 21:25

d. God sends Elijah to meet Ahab and sparks fly – 1 Kings 18:17ff


e. Ahab & Jezebel loved the upside down world of their making…Elijah wanted to turn it “upside up”

Another spokesman was Jeremiah


a. Sad prophecy of the captivity in Babylon


b. He message to turn the world “upside up” was also not well taken – Jeremiah 38:1 – 8
The reception of Amos was much the same 


a. Amos 7:10 – 12

Those who have gone out in the name of Jesus often face difficult times as well

Jesus warned that those who would choose to follow Him would pay a price – Matthew 5:11, 12

When one truly believes, he is willing to stand boldly for the cause – 2 Timothy 1:6, 7

Paul stood tall in the display of boldness – Acts 20:22 – 24

In Philippi, they he and Silas had been improperly treated, being Roman citizens – Acts 16:35 – 39
After meeting with the brethren, they leave – Acts 16:40 – 17:1

Appears that they did not preach in Amphipolis or Apollonia but went directly to Thessalonica 

Perhaps because there was a synagogue there

Thessalonica was the capital and most important city of Macedonia
Named for Alexander the Great’s stepsister

In Paul's day, Thessalonica was a major port and an important commercial center
Today still a place of significance named Thessaloniki   

Work started well there – Acts 17:2 – 4

You may remember that Paul was opposed by some of his fellow Jews in his first journey…no different now

During the first journey with Barnabas they were forced to move on from one place to another

Sadly, Paul and Silas face the same problem at Thessalonica – Acts 17:5 – 9

Again, in the name of safety, they have to move on – Acts 17:10 – 12
The Berean Example

Berea was a much less important town than Thessalonica

Described by the Roman writer, Cicero, as "off the beaten track" 
Reminds of the translation of Peterson in the Message of Genesis 19: 19, 20 in reference to Lot’s leaving Sodom -  “…but I can’t run for the mountains—who knows what terrible thing might happen to me in the mountains and leave me for dead. Look over there—that town is close enough to get to. It’s a small town, hardly anything to it. Let me escape there and save my life—it’s a mere wide place in the road.” (The Message by Peterson)
At Berea Paul goes to the Jewish synagogue!!

Paul felt the obligation to preach to all – 1 Corinthians 9:16
At Berea Paul found a special group of hearers

Luke tells us they were “of more noble character” NIV “more noble” KJV  “more noble-minded”  NASV  “more noble”  ESV

To explain what he means, Luke says, “they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true” Acts 17:11 

The Bereans did not seem to have the prejudice against what was being preached encountered in Thessalonica

However, while open to hear something new…They did not accept without examination  

Examined – Greek means: to judge…To discern, judge (1 Cor. 2:14, 15; 4:3, 4; 9:3; 14:24); to examine or question in order to pass a judicial sentence (Luke 23:14; Acts 4:9; 12:19; 24:8; 28:18); to examine accurately or carefully (Acts 17:11); to inquire, ask questions in general (1 Cor. 10:25, 27). - The Complete Word Study Dictionary – New Testament

“Most people who reject the gospel have little knowledge of the Scriptures. Some of the Bible's harshest critics over the centuries have displayed a shocking ignorance of its teachings” - MacArthur New Testament Commentary 
Individual study of the Word of God is required for one to have a right relationship with God…

Respect for God, Jesus and Holy Spirit is seen in obedience to the word – James 1:22 – 25; Matthew 7:24 – 27

Ezra is a worthy example – Ezra 7:8 – 10
Trouble/move comes again – Acts 17:13 – 15
